
Pastor’s page: Islam, Christianity and Judaism: Religions of Love 

     Since the beginnings of the human race, people have used religion, and the name of God 
or of the gods, to further their own agendas. Violent religious extremism, purging the 
world of others who do not adhere strictly to your religious beliefs, has reared its ugly head 
throughout history, and is currently being encountered in acts of terrorism around the 
world. 

     The facts are that the three major religions, Judaism, Islam and Christianity, all look to 
Abraham as their father. The three religions of the covenant between God and his people 
have a common ground. That ground is love for God and for our neighbor, the image of 
God on earth. 

     When I became a Suffolk County Police Department chaplain some 15 years ago, I 
discovered that I was one of six priests, deacons, imams, or ministers called to serve police 
officers. These Suffolk County police officers are Christians, Jews and Muslims. When I 
offer prayers during the year for graduation from the police academy or special awards for 
service above and beyond the call of duty, I draw from the common ground of our shared 
belief in one God who is infinitely loving and all merciful. 

       I call upon the name of the Lord God whom we all embrace, and in whose love we all 
share. I call for the safety and protection of the men and women who have sworn to uphold 
the public good, and the lives of all our citizens regardless of their race, religion or 
ethnicity. When I conclude my prayers, the entire assembly (Christian, Jew and Muslim) 
cries out “Amen”; giving assent to our common belief in the God of love and compassion 
whose protection and support we seek. 

      The Catholic Catechism of our church states clearly that God’s plan of salvation 
includes Muslims (and Jews) who “acknowledge the Creator… And profess to hold the 
faith of Abraham.” 

     Both Christianity and Islam draw from the Hebrew Scriptures in their holy books; for 
Christians “the Bible”, and for Muslims “the Koran”. Judaism stands at the heart of both 
Christianity and Islam. 

      For all three religions, love is paramount. It is a love that is evidenced in actions that 
protect, safeguard and defend human beings, the high point of God’s creative activity. 
Religious extremists have attempted throughout history to hijack this central message, core 
to the belief system of all three religions. The Bible, the Koran and the Hebrew Scriptures 
have all been abused by bigots, racists and terrorists.  

There are insurmountable differences between the three major religions, but there 
is also common ground. The New York Times journalist, Lilia Blaise, in an article entitled 



“In French town, a Priest’s murder pulls together two faiths with old ties”, reports that 
rather than dividing the French village in Normandy where Father Jacques Hamel was 
killed last week by two young men acting in the name of the Islamic State (ISIS), people of 
both faiths were uniting in shared prayer and solidarity. “In the wake of Father Hamel’s 
murder, Muslim and Christian communities around France came together over the weekend 
to show solidarity by attending each other’s religious services, in churches and mosques alike 

 

 “There are in the end three things that last: faith, hope and love; and the greatest of these 
is love.” (1st Corinthians 13) 

Peace, Father Bruce  

 

 


